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We should fix clearly in our minds that the
Society of Jesus formed the Old Guard of a
religion which these Latin States had pro-
tected by fire and sword against Mohammed,
against Luther, and that their Governments
knew this well. Moreover, it was impossible
to dissolve the Society without using violence,
moral and even physical, towards the Pope
whose chosen instrument it had ever been.
The English parallel of Charles I. and Straf-
ford corresponds exactly to the situation.
But Strafford had some kind of trial, though
his judgment was decided by attainder, not
Sipon evidence. The Jesuits underwent
banishment, confiscation, dishonour, and
dissolution without trial, or definite charges,
or opportunity of self-defence. The argument
of lawyer St. John, pleading for Strafford's
doom, would have mightily persuaded Pombal
and Aranda, " It was never accounted either
cruelty or foul play to knock foxes and wolves
on the head as they can be found, because
they be beasts of prey." As Clarendon
remarks of the earlier injustice, " the law
and the humanity were alike."

The Bourbons destroyed the Jesuits, and
were themselves destroyed in turn by the
forces which they had let loose. Their chief
ministers, and Pombal who set the example at